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ORIGINAL I 

00001 4 6 3 2 0  
Linda J. Benally (Bar No. 022853) 
Melissa M. Krueger (Bar No. 021 176) 
Pinnacle West Capital Corporation 
400 North 5* Street, MS 8695 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004 
Tel: (602) 250-3630 
Fax: (602) 250-3393 
E-Mail: Linda.Benally@pinnaclewest.com 

Attorneys for Arizona Public Service Company 

f-‘ 
._I - 
i 

Melissa. Krueger @ pinnaclewest .com 

BEFORE THE ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION 

COMMISSIONERS 
BOB STUMP, Chairman 
GARY PIERCE 
BRENDA BURNS 
ROBERT L. BURNS 
SUSAN BITTER SMITH 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION 
OF ARIZONA PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMPANY, PURSUANT TO ARIZONA 

AMENDMENT OF ARIZONA 
CORPORATION COMMISSION DECISION 
NO. 70127. 

REVISED STATUTE 8 40-252, FOR AN 

Docket No. L-00000D-07-0566-00135 

APPLICATION TO AMEND 
COMMISSION DECISION NO. 70127 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Arizona Public Service Company (“APS” or “Company”) respectfully requests that the 

Arizona Corporation Commission (“Commission”) amend Decision No. 701 27 (January 23, 

2008) pursuant to the Commission’s authority under A.R.S. 8 40-252 (Decision No. 70127 anc 

its approved Certificate of Environmental Compatibility will be referred to collectively as 

“CEC 135”). Decision No. 70127 is attached as Exhibit A. As discussed herein, APS request$ 

a change in location and corridor width along a short section of the 110-mile corridor 

Specifically, APS requests approval to relocate approximately a 1,500-foot long segment oj 

the corridor east of the North Gila substation. For this 1,500-foot section, the proposec 
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corridor would begin at the centerline of the Southwest Powerlink 500kV transmission line 

(“SWPL Line” or “Existing Line”) and extend south for a width of 500 feet. APS alsc 

requests the Commission approve the Company’s use of a Y-Pole structure that was no 

contemplated at the time CEC 135 was granted. 

In CEC 135, the Commission approved a Certificate of Environmental Compatibilit! 

granted by the Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee for APS to buik 

approximately 1 10 miles of 500kV transmission line (“Second Line”), including switchyarc 

facilities.2 The Second Line would originate at the Hassayampa Switchyard3 and terminate a 

the North Gila substation in Yuma County, Arizona and would be constructed parallel to thc 

Existing Line. 

11. RELOCATE A SMALL SECTION OF THE CORRIDOR IMMEDIATELY 
EAST OF THE NORTH GILA SUBSTATION TO ACCOMMODATE FINAL 
DESIGN OF TERMINATION POINT OF SECOND LINE. 

To accommodate final design of the Second Line’s termination point at the North Gill 

substation, APS requests to relocate approximately 1,500 feet of the corridor immediately easi 

of the North Gila substation. For this 1,500-foot section of the line, the proposed corridoi 

would begin at the centerline of the SWPL Line and extend south for a width of 500 feet. 

At the time APS filed its application for CEC 135, APS expected the Second Line tc 

terminate at the North Gila substation in a bay position occupied by the jointly owned SWPL 

Line. APS anticipated the SWPL Line participant owners would reach agreement to move the 

SWPL Line from its current position to the open bay position. This in turn would facilitate (1 > 
building the Second Line north of the SWPL Line and (2) allowing the line to enter the 

substation on the north side of the SWPL Line. However, due to the complicated nature of the 

transaction involving several participant owners of the transmission lines and related 

’ The participant owners of the SWPL Line are San Diego Gas & Electric, Imperial Irrigation District, and APS. ’ At the time the Company filed its Application for CEC 135, the expected participant owners of the Second 
Line were APS, Salt River Project, Imperial Irrigation District, and Wellton Mohawk Irrigation and Drainage 
District. As of the date of this filing, APS is the sole participant. ’ CEC 135 authorized three possible interconnection points for the approved transmission line (Arlington Valley 
Energy Facility Switchyard, Hassayampa Switchyard, or Redhawk Power Plant). On February 5,2010, APS 
Filed a letter with ACC Docket Control informing the Commission that it had selected Hassayampa Switchyard 
I S  the interconnection point. 
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equipment, the participant owners did not reach an agreement to move the S W L  Line to thc 

open bay position. 

Accordingly, APS finalized its engineering plan terminating the Second Line at thc 

open bay position. This final design resulted in the Second Line crossing over the SWPL Lint 

and entering the North Gila substation on the south side of the SWPL Line, rather than on thc 

north side as approved in CEC 135. See Exhibit B for a depiction of the approved an( 

proposed corridors. To accommodate the revised design, APS requests that an approximatc 

1,500-foot section of the corridor immediately east of the North Gila substation be relocated 

For this 1,500-foot section, the proposed corridor would start at the centerline of the SWPI 

Line and extend south 500 feet. 

The land on which the certificated corridor and proposed new corridor are located i! 

owned by the Bureau of Land Management (“BLM’). The BLM conducted an environmenta 

assessment and issued a Finding of No Significant Impact in November 2007,4 which thc 

Commission attached to CEC 135. See Exhibit C to Exhibit A. Because the Company’! 

requested change in the corridor falls within the survey area of the completed environmenta 

assessment, the BLM “views this as a minor change to the project and will cooperate with AP: 

to approve the change on the associated Federal lands.” See Affidavit of Paul E. Herndon 

attached as Exhibit C, at Attachment 1. Vegetation and other environmental characteristics 0: 

this area are the same as the land within the approved corridor, and there will be no additiona 

change or environmental impact as a result of this slight realignment of the corridor. 

111. A P S  PLANS TO USE A MODIFIED TRANSMISSION STRUCTURE TO 
ALLOW EQUIPMENT ACCESS TO THE AREA TO CONDUCT 
MAINTENANCE. 

APS intends to use a Y-Pole structure in one particular location in an area on BLM lanc 

approximately seven (7) miles east of the North Gila substation instead of the originallj 

planned H-Frame structure. See Exhibit C at Attachments 2 and 3. The use of the modifiec 

transmission structure in this location will preserve an access road used for ingress and egress 

‘ BLM issued a Finding of No Significant Impact for the Palo Verde Hub to North Gila Substation (BLM Case 
File No. AZA-33305) on November 6,2007. 
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to the area for line maintenance, minimize ground disturbance in mountainous terrain ( i  

difficult excavation area), and result in a smaller footprint (one foundation versus two). Set 

Exhibit C at ¶ 9. Use of the Y-Pole structure is necessary to eliminate the need to relocate thc 

access road in this mountainous area of the corridor. 

The Y-Pole structure is similar to the modified 500kV Single Circuit Steel H-Framc 

Structure (“H-Frame Structure”) approved in CEC 135. The primary difference between thc 

structures is that the Y-Pole structure has a single-pole base, and the H-Frame Structure has i 

two-pole base. See Exhibit C at ¶ 8. The Y-Pole structure is environmentally compatible an( 

its effects are similar to the approved transmission structures. APS asks the Commission tc 

authorize this additional structure. 

[V. CONCLUSION 

For the foregoing reasons, APS respectfully requests that the Commission amend CEC 

135 under A.R.S. 5 40-252 as follows: 

0 Change the location of approximately 1,500 feet of the corridor (immediatel! 

east of the North Gila substation). This 1,500-foot section of the corridor woulc 

begin at the centerline of the SWPL Line and extend south for a width of 50( 

feet, as depicted in Exhibit B. 

0 Authorize the use of the Y-Pole structure in the specified location. 

For the Commission’s convenience, attached as Exhibit D is a proposed Order tha 

reflects these changes. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 2nd day of July, 201 3. 

n n 

Melissa M. Krueger 

Attorneys for Arizona Public Service Company 

e . .  

. . .  
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ORIGINAL and thirteen (1 3) copies 
D f  the foregoing filed this 2nd day of 
July, 2013, with: 

The Arizona Corporation Commission 
Hearing Division - Docket Control 
1200 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

COPY of the foregoing hand-delivered 
this 2nd day of July, 2013, to: 

Lyn Farmer 
4dministrative Law Judge 
4rizona Corporation Commission 
1200 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

lanice J. Alward, Esq. 
Zhief Counsel, Legal Division 
4rizona Corporation Commission 
1200 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Steve Olea, Director 
Utilities Division 
4rizona Corporation Commission 
1200 W. Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

COPY of the foregoing mailed this 
!nd day of July, 2013, to: 

lohn Foreman, Chairman 
4rizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee 
3ffice of the Attorney General 
PAD/CPA 
1275 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 
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EXHIBIT “A” 

Decision No. 70127 



Mike Gleason, Chairman 
3 William A. Mundell 

Jeff Hatch-Miller 
4 Kristin K. Mayes 

Gary Pierce 
5 

6 INTHEMATTER 

CASENO. 135 
REQUIREMENTS ONA REVISED 

CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
g COMPATIBILITY AUTHORIZING THE PAL0 

VERDE HUB TO NORTH GILA 5OOkV DECISION NO. 70127 
INCLUDES A 500kV TRANSMISSION LINE 

DOCKET NO. LOOOOOD-07-0566-00135 

10 TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT, WHICH 

11 AM) ASSOCIATED FACILITIES AND 
INTERCONNECTIONS ORIGINATING FROM 

ENERGY FACILITY, SECTION 17, 

G&SRB&M, THE HASSAYAMPA 

SOUTH, RANGE 6 WEST, G&SRB&M, OR 
15 THE REDHAWK POWER PLANT, SECTION 

23, TOWNSHIP 1 SOUTH, RANGE 6 WEST, 
16 G&SRB&M, EACH LOCATED SOUTH OF 

INTERSTATE 10 NEAR WINTERSBURG 
17 ROAD IN AN UNINCORPORATED AREA OF 

MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA, TO THE 
18 NORTH GILA SUBSTATION, FIVE MILES 

NORTHEAST OF THE CITY OF YUMA, 
19 YUMA COUNTY, ARIZONA, AT SECTION 

1 1 , TOWNSHIP 8 SOUTH, RANGE 22 WEST, 
20 G&SRB&M 

22 EITHER THE ARLINGTON VALLEY 

13 ~ TOWNSHIP 1 SOUTH, RANGE 6 WEST, 

14 . SWITCHYARD, SECTION 15, TOWNSHIP 1 

21 The Arizona Corporation Commission (“Commission”) has conducted its review, pursuant to 

22 A.R.S. 8 40-360.07. The Commission finds and concludes that the Certificate of Environmental 

23 Compatibility (“CEC”) issued by the Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee 

24 (“Committee”) is hereby granted by this Order. 

25 

26 

27 

28 

The Commission further finds and concludes that: (1) the Project is in the public interest 

because it aids the state in meeting the need for an adequate, economical and reliable supply of 

electric power; (2) in balancing the need for the Project with its effect on the environment and 

ecology of the state, the conditions placed on the CEC by the Committee effectively minimize its 

1 70127 Decision No. 
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- -  Page 2 of 
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impact on the enviro 

Committee resolve matters come 

and ecology of the state raised during 

the matters raised; and (4) in li 

results in favor of granting the CEC. 

THE CEC ISSUED BY THE SITING COMMITTEE IS 

INCORPORATED HEREIN AND IS APPROVED ORDER OF THE 

ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION 

CHAIRMAN COMMISSIONER 

W 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I DEAN S. MILLER, Interim 
Executive Director of the Arizona Corporation Commission, 
have hereunto, set my hand and caused the official seal of this 

INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

DISSENT: 

DISSENT: 

9 

70127 L 
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BEFORE THE R PLANT AND 
TRANSMISSI G COMMITTEE 

IN THE APPLICATION 
OF C SERVICE 
COMPANY, IN CONFORMANCE WI 
THE REQUIREMENTS OF ARIZONA 

et se FOR A CERTIFICATE OF 

AUTHORIZING THE PAL0 VERDE HUB 
TO NORTH GILA 500kV TFWNSMISSION 
LINE PROJECT, WHICH INCLUDES A 
500kV TRANSMISSION LINE AND 

CONNECTIONS ORIGINATING FROM 
EITHER THE ARLINGTON VALLEY 
ENERGY FACILITY, SECTION 17, 
TOWNSHIP 1 SOUTH, RANGE 6 WEST, 
3&SRB&M, THE HASSAYAMPA 
SWITCHYARD, SECTION 15, TOWNSHIP 
1 SOUTH, RANGE 6 WEST, G&SRB&M, 
3R THE REDHAWK POWER PLANT, 
SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 1 SOUTH, 
W G E  6 WEST, G&SRB&M, EACH 
aOCATED SOUTH OF INTERSTATE 10 
E A R  WINTERSBURG ROAD IN AN 
JNINCORF?ORATED AREA OF 
vIARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA, TO THE 
\TORTH GILA SUBSTATION, FIVE 
vlILES NORTHEAST OF THE CITY OF 
RJMA, YUMA COUNTY, ARIZONA, 
IT SECTION 11, TOWNSHIP 8 SOUTH, 
W G E  22 WEST, G&SRB&M 

REVISED STATUTES 6 40-360, 

E ~ R O N M E N T A L  COMPATIBILITY 

ASSOCIATED FACILITIES AND INTER- 

-00000D- *O 7-0566-0 1 
1 

35 

CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY 

Pursuant to notice given as provided by law, the Arizona Power Plant and 

’ransmission Line Siting Committee (the “Committee”) held public hearings on 

Jovember 19 and 20,2007, all in conformance with the requirements of Arizona Revised 

ltatutes (“A.R.S.”) 0 40-360, et seq., for the purpose of receiving evidence and 

100139 
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- 

deliberating on the Application of 

Certificate of Environmental Compatib 

(the “Project”). 

The following members and de 

at one or more of the hearings for the evidentiary presentations an 

deliberations: 

Laurie Woodall Chairman, Designee for Arizona Attorney General, 
Teny Goddard 

Designee for Chairman, Arizona Corporation 
Commission 

David L. Eberhart, P.E. 

Jack Haenichen Designee for Director, Energy Department, Arizona 
Department of Commerce 

Designee for Director, Arizona Department of 
Environmental Quality 

Paul Rasmussen 

Jeff McGuire Appointed Member 

Michael Palmer Appointed Member 

Joy Rich Appointed Member 

Michael Whalen Appointed Member 

Barry Wong Appointed Member 

The Applicant was represented by Thomas H. Campbell and Albert H. Acken of 

Lewis and Roca LLP. The following parties were granted intervention pursuant to A.R.S. 

Q 40-360.05: Arizona Corporation Commission (“Commission”) Staff, represented by 

Charles Hains. 

At the conclusion of the hearings, the Committee, having received the Application, 

the appearances of the parties, the evidence, testimony and exhibits presented at the 

hearings, and being advised of the legal requirements of A.R.S. $4 40-360 to 40-360.13, 

2 100139 
Decision No. 70127 
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upon motion duly made and 

Certificate of Environmental 

to grant the Applicant this 

35) for the Project. 

The Project consists of approximately 1 10 miles of 500kV transmission line and 

required switchyard facilities and modifi 

Exhibit A attached hereto) originates at ohe of the following: the Arlington Valley 

Energy FaciIity (Line Siting Case No. 98) located in Section 17, Township 1 South, Range 

6 West, the Hassayampa Switchyard (Line Siting Case No. 110) located in Section 15, 

Township 1 South, Range 6 West, or the Redhawk Power Plant (Line Siting Case No. 95) 

located in Section 23, Township 1 South, Range 6 West. 

If the Project originates at the Arlington Valley Energy Facility, the Project will 

have a 2,000-foot corridor (shown as Link 40 on Exhibit A) 1,000 feet on either side of a 

centerline, which proceeds east fkom the Arlington Valley Energy Facility along the 

southern edge of the north half of the northeast quarter of Section 17, and turns south 

along the eastern edge of Sections 17,20, and 29, Township 1 South, Range 6 West 

G&SRB&M until reaching a common point for all route options, located at the eastern 

edge of Section 29, Township 1 South, Range 6 West G&SRB&M, 130 feet north of the 

Southwest Power Link (“SWPL”) 500kV transmission line (Line Siting Case No. 52). 

If the Project originates at the Hassayampa Switchyard, the Project will have a 

2,000-foot corridor (Links 10 and 30) 1,000 feet on either side of the SWPL 500kV 

transmission line, centerline through Sections 15, 22,27, and 28, Township 1 South, 

Range 6 West G&SRB&M, proceeding south to the common point described above. 

If the Project originates at the Redhawk Power Plant, the Project will have a 2,000- 

foot corridor (Link 20) 1,000 feet on either side of the centerline, which proceeds west 

from the Redhawk Power Plant along the northern section line of Sections 23 and 22, 

rownship 1 South, Range 6 West G&SRB&M, to the beginning of Link 30, located at the 

3 100139 
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_ _  . - _. 

midsection line of Section 22, Township 

south to the common point described 

st G&SRB&M, proceedi 

All three interconnection op 

the common point above. For Lin 

at the centerline of the existing SWPL 500kV ssion line and extends 2,000 feet 

north. From this location, the route proceeds generally southwest parallel to the SWPL 

500kV transmission line. Link 50 terminates at the exist g North Gila Substation located 

five miles northeast of the City of Yuma, in Section 11, Township 8 South, Range 22 West 

G&SRB&M. Conceptual models of tower types are depicted in Exhibits G-l through G-8 

of the application, attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

ing of Link 50, desc 

This Certificate is granted upon the following conditions: 

1. The Applicant shall obtain all required approvals and permits necessary to 

construct the Project. 

2. The Applicant shall comply with all existing applicable ordinances, master 

plans and regulations of the State of Arizona, the County of Maricopa, the 

County of Yuma, the United States, and any other governmental entities 

having jurisdiction. 

3. This authorization to commence construction of the Project shall expire 

seven years from the date the Certificate is approved by the Commission; 

provided, however, that prior to such expiration the Applicant or its 

assignees may request that the Commission extend this time limitation. 

4. The Applicant shall make every reasonable effort to identify and correct, on 

a case-specific basis, all complaints of interference with radio or television 

signals from operation of the transmission line and related facilities 

addressed in this Certificate. The Applicant shall maintain written records 

for a period of five years of all complaints of radio or television interference 

4 100139 
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attributable to operation, together with the corrective ac.ion taken in 

response to each complaint. A 

notations on the corrective action taken. Complaints 

specific action or for which there was no resolution shall be noted and 

explained. 

omplaints shall be recorded to include 

5. The Project shall comply with the following recommendations of the 

Anzona Game and Fish Department (‘AGFD”): 

(a) Wildlife data collected by the biological monitor will be given to the 

AGFD’s Heritage Data Management System. 

(b) Where possible, leave large vegetation intact to reduce habitat 

impact and promote regeneration. 

(c) Coordinate plant salvage efforts with the Arizona Department of 

Agriculture, in accordance with the Arizona Native Plant Law. In 

addition, the applicable land management agencies should be 

consulted regarding guidelines for revegetation efforts. 

6 .  Pursuant to A.R.S. 5 41-844, if any archaeological, paleontological or 

historical site or object that is at least fifty years old is discovered on state, 

county or municipal land during plan-related activities, the person in charge 

shall promptly report the discovery to the Director of the Arizona State 

Museum, and in consultation with the Director, shall immediately take all 

reasonable steps to secure and maintain the preservation of the discovery. If 

human remains andor funerary objects are encountered on private land 

during the course of any ground-disturbing activities relating to the 

development of the subject property, Applicant shall cease work on the 

affected area of the Project and notify the Director of the Arizona State 

Museum pursuant to A.R.S. $41-865. 

5 100135 
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7. The Applicant shall design the trans 

to raptors. 

8. The Applicant sh 

transmission line 

lled surfaces for 

9. Within 120 days of the Commission decision granting this Certificate, 

Applicant will post signs in public rights-of-way giving notice of the Project 

corridor to the extent authorized by law. Within 45 days of securing 

easement or right-of-way for the Project, the Applicant shall erect and 

maintain signs providing public notice that the property is the site of a future 

transmission line. Such signage shall be no smaller than a normal roadway 

sign. The Applicant shall place signs in prominent locations at reasonable 

intervals such that the public is notified along the full length of the 

transmission line until the transmission structures are constructed. The 

signs shall advise: 

(a) That the site has been approved for the construction of Project 

facilities; 

The expected date of completion of the Project facilities; 

A phone number for public information regarding the Project; 

The name of the Project; 

The name of the Applicant; and 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 
( f )  The Applicant’s website. 

Sign placement will be reported annually in accordance with Condition 16. 

10. In the event that the Project requires an extension of the term of this 

Certificate prior to completion of construction, Applicant shall use 

reasonable means to directly notify all landowners and residents within a 

one-half mile of the Project corridor for which the extension is sought. Such 

6 100139 
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___ 

1 1  

landowners and residents shall be notified of the time and place of the 

proceeding in which the Commiss 

extension. 

Before construction on this Project may commence, the Applicant must file 

shall consider such request for 

a Plan of Development approved by the Bureau of Land Management 

(“BLM”) with Docket Control with copies to the affected areas of 

jurisdiction. Applicant will comply with the BLM’s Standard Construction 

and Operating Procedures and Mitigation Measures and Other Mitigation 

Measures as outlined in the Finding of No Significant Impact, attached 

hereto as Exhibit C. 

12. Applicant shall retain a qualified biologist to monitor all ground 

clearing/disturbing construction activities that may affect sensitive species 

or habitat. The biological monitor will be responsible far ensuring proper 

actions are taken if a special status species is encountered. If Sonoran desert 

tortoises are encountered during construction, the Applicant shall follow the 

AGFD’s Guidelines for Handling Sonoran Desert Tortoises. 

13. With respect to the Project, Applicant shall participate in good faith in state 

and regional transmission study forums to coordinate transmission 

expansion plans related to the Project and to resolve transmission constraints 

in a timely manner. 

14. The Applicant shall provide copies of this Certificate to the Yuma County 

Planning and Zoning Commission, the Maricopa County Planning and 

Development Department, the Anzona State Land Department, the State 

Historic Preservation Office, and AGFD. 

15. Prior to the date this transmission line is put into commercial service, the 

Applicant shall provide homebuilders and developers within one mile of the 

7 100139 
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center line of the Ce 

depiction of the 

written description, an 

include this inform 

disclosure statements. 

16. The Applicant shall submit a self-certification letter annually, identifLing 

progress made with respect to each condition contained in the Certificate, 

including which conditions have been met. Each letter shall be submitted to 

the Utilities Division Director on December 1 beginning in 2008. Attached 

to each certification Ietter shall be documentation explaining how 

compliance with each condition was achieved. Copies of each letter along 

with the corresponding documentation shall be submitted to the Arizona 

Attorney General and Department of Commerce Energy Office. The 

requirement for the self-certification shall expire on the date the Project is 

placed into operation. 

17. Applicant shall work in good faith with the Yuma Proving Ground 

commanding officer regarding the final right-of-way on that portion of the 

route within the Yuma Proving Ground. 

18. Within the Project area, construction activities will avoid to the extent 

practicable designated wildlife water sources to allow free access by 

Bighorn Sheep. 

19. Applicant shall conform to Western Electricity Coordinating CouncilhJorth 

American Electric Reliability Corporation N- 1 and N- 1 - 1 contingency 

planning criteria. N- 1 contingency shall not result in any load dropping or 

generation tripping. 

8 I00139 
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20. Except when ntering switchyards 

between the center lines of the two 

1) 130 feet; or 2) the height of the 

span. 

systems shoul 

2 1 , Before commencing construction of Project facilities located within 100 fee 

of any existing natural gas or hazardous liquid pipeline, the Applicant shall: 

(a) Perform the appropriate grounding arid cathodic protection studies tc 

show that the Project’s location within 100 feet of such pipeline 

results in no material adverse impacts to the natural gas or hazardous 

liquid pipeline or to public safety when both are in operation. As a 

comphance matter, a report of studies shall be provided to the 

Commission Staff. If material adverse impacts are noted in the 

studies, Applicant shall take appropriate steps to ensure that such 

material adverse impacts are eliminated. Applicant shall provide to 

the Commission Staff written documentation of the actions that will 

be taken and documentation showing no material adverse impact 

will occur; and, 

(b) Perform a technical study simulating an outage of the facility that 

may be caused by the collocation of the Project within 100 feet of 

the existing natural gas or hazardous liquid pipeline. This study 

should either: i) show that such outage does not result in customer 

outages; or ii) include operating plans to minimize any resulting 

customer outages. AppIicant shall provide a copy of this study to 

Commission Staff. 

22. Applicant shall pursue good faith efforts to reach a commercially reasonable 

agreement for interconnection at a new Arlington Valley 500kV switchyard. 
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Applicant shall fil 

December 3 1,2010, a r 

ultimately selected, 

DATED this 3 day of D 

THE ARIZONA POWER PLANT AND 
TRANS-MISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE 
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STATE OF ARIZONA ) 

COUNTY OF MARICOPA) 
) ss. 

AFFIDAVIT OF PAUL E. HERNDON 

I, Paul E. Herndon, being duly sworn under oath, depose and state: 

1.  I am a Senior Siting Consultant for Arizona Public Service Company 

(“APS” or “Company”). 

2. I am personally familiar with the Certificate of Environmental 

Compatibility issued by the Arizona Corporation Commission (“Commission”) on 

January 23, 2008 for the Palo Verde Hub to North Gila 500kV Transmission Line Project 

(“CEC 135”). I am personally familiar with the proposed changes to CEC 135 related to 

the location change and change in corridor width in a small section (located next to the 

North Gila substation) of the 1 10-mile corridor and the Company’s plan to use a modified 

transmission structure. 

3. CEC 135 authorizes APS to build approximately 1 10 miles of 500kV 

transmission line originating at the Hassayampa Switchyard’ and terminating at the North 

Gila substation in Yuma County, Arizona, including switchyard facilities and 

modifications (the “Project”). 

4. APS testified before the Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting 

Committee in the evidentiary hearing for CEC 135 that the Bureau of Land Management 

(“BLM’) conducted an Environmental Assessment (“EA”) to comply with the National 

Environmental Policy Act because a large portion of the Project crosses federal land 

(primarily BLM) in a BLM Designated Utility Corridor. On November 6, 2007, the 

BLM issued a Finding of No Significant Impact (“FONSI”), which the Commission 

attached as Exhibit C to CEC 135. 

’ CEC 135 authorized three possible interconnection points for the approved transmission line (Arlington 
Valley Energy Facility Switchyard, Hassayampa Switchyard, or Redhawk Power Plant). On February 5 ,  
2010, APS filed a letter with ACC Docket Control informing the Commission that it had selected 
Hassayampa Switchyard as the interconnection point. 

-1- 
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5. Since the Commission approved CEC 135, APS has finalized its detailed 

design, which requires the transmission line to cross over the Southwest Powerlink 

500kV transmission line (“Existing Line”) and enter the North Gila substation on the 

south side of the Existing Line. In CEC 135, the Commission approved a corridor where 

the line would enter the substation on the north side. This change in the location of the 

transmission line requires changes to both the corridor location and width for an 

approximate 1,500-foot section of the approved corridor just east of the North Gila 

substation. For this 1,500-foot section, the proposed corridor would start at the centerline 

of the Existing Line and extend south for a width of 500 feet. 

6.  As soon as possible after APS completed its final design, APS notified the 

BLM of the change in corridor location. The BLM supports the corridor change. (See 

Attachment 1, BLM letter to APS dated February 15, 2012.) 

7. In APS’s testimony before the Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line 

Siting Committee evidentiary hearing for CEC 135, APS provided typical examples of 

transmission structures (approved by the Commission), including an H-Frame Structure 

that APS planned to use for this Project. (See Attachment 2.) 

8. Detailed design work conducted after the Commission approved CEC 135 

demonstrates the need to use a modified structure at a particular location for reasons 

noted in section 9. The modified structure has a single pole base and is approximately 

150-feet tall. (See Attachment 3 for a depiction of the modified structure.) The structure 

would be placed in only one location in an area on BLM land approximately seven (7) 

miles east of the North Gila substation. 

9. The use of the Y-Pole structure in this location would (1) preserve an 

access road used for ingress and egress to the area for line maintenance, (2) minimize 

ground disturbance in a mountainous terrain (a difficult excavation area), and (3) result in 

a smaller footprint (one foundation versus two). 
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10. The change in corridor location and width and use of the modified 

transmission structure will be included in the Final Plan of Development, which is 

currently under BLM review and anticipated to be approved in mid-July 2013. 

DATED this 2nd day of July, 20 1 3. 

Paul E. Herndon 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 2nd day 

My Commission expires: 
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P g p 5 o f 9  G'='Tc w United States Department of the Interior 
TAKE PRIDE' 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT INAMERICA 
Yuma Field Office 

In Reply Refer To: 
AZA 33305 (C020) 
2850 

2555 East Gila Ridge Road 
Ywna, AZ 85365 
www. blm.govlad 

February 15,2012 

Arizona Public Service Company 
Attn: Paul Herndon, Senior Siting Consultant 
P.O. Box 53933, Station 4616 
Phoenix, Arizona 85072-3933 

Re: Palo Verde to North Gi!a I1 509ItY Traiismission Line aka Hassayampa to North Gila, CEC Case 135 

Dear Mr. Herndon: 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has conducted the environmental review and has produced an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) No. AZ-220-2006-008 for the Palo Verde Hub to North Gila Substation 500kV 
Transmission Project, approved November 2007. 

The project is proposed to be sited and constructed within a designated I-mile wide utility corridor, !4 mile on 
either side from centerline of the existing transmission line. The EA considered impacts to all resources and the 
cumulative effects based on the resources' geographic areas. The archaeological survey is one resource that needs 
to be site-specific and, in this case, there was a 300-foot-wide survey for I12 miles in length. The cultural survey 
included an additional area between 100 and 800 feet of survey along various portions of the project area. 

It is our understanding that Arizona Public Service Company (APS) would like to request changing the 
transmission line location from the north side of the existing transmission line to the south side of the existing 
transmission line for approximately 1,500 feet immediately east of the North Gila Substation (see enclosed map). 
This change request is within the 1 -mile designated utility corridor and it is within the surveys of the 
environmental analysis. However, if the newly proposed route deviates from the 1-mile corridor, the BLM will 
require APS to conduct new surveys prior to proceeding with authorization of a right-of-way grant. The BLM 
views this as a minor change to the project and will cooperate with APS to approve the change on the associated 
Federal lands. 

If you have any questions please contact Supervisory Project Manager Eddie Arreola at 602-4 17-9505 or at 
earreola@blm.gov. 

" John MacDonald 
Field Manager 

Enclosure 

mailto:earreola@blm.gov


EXHIBIT C 
Page 6 of 9 

ATTACHMENT 2 

Depiction of Approved Structure 



EXHIBIT C 
Page 7 of 9 . 



EXHIBIT C 
Page 8 of 9 

ATTACHMENT 3 

Depiction of Modified Structure 



EXHIBIT C 
Page 9 of 9 



EXHIBIT “D” 

Proposed Order 



1 
r 
L 

- 
4 
4 
I 

c 
7 

a 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

EXHIBIT D 
Page 1 of 3 

BEFORE THE ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION 

COMMISSIONERS 
BOB STUMP, Chairman 
GARY PIERCE 
BRENDA BURNS 
ROBERT L. BURNS 
SUSAN BITTER SMITH 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION 
OF ARIZONA PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMPANY, PURSUANT TO ARIZONA 

AMENDMENT OF ARIZONA 
CORPORATION COMMISSION 
DECISION NO. 70127. 

REVISED STATUTE 9 40-252, FOR AN 

Docket No. L-OOOOOD-07-0566-000135 

PROPOSED ORDER MODIFYING 
COMMISSION DECISION NO. 70127 

3pen Meeting 
late 
?hoenix, Arizona 

5Y THE COMMISSION: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. On July 2, 2013, Arizona Public Service Company (“APS” or “Company”) filed 

vith the Arizona Corporation Commission (“Commission”) a request to amend Commission 

Iecision No. 701 27 (“Application”). 

2. Decision No. 70127, entered on January 23, 2008, approved a Certificate of 

invironmental Compatibility for A P S  to build 110 miles of 500kV transmission line and 

equired switchyard facilities and modifications (“CEC 135”). 

3. In its Application, APS requested the Commission amend CEC 135 pursuant to 

LRS.  5 40-252 by authorizing a change in the location and corridor width of a short section 

If the 1 10-mile corridor. Specifically, APS requested approval to relocate an approximate 

,500-foot segment of the corridor east of the North Gila substation. For this 1,500-foot 

ection, the proposed corridor would begin at the centerline of the Southwest Powerlink 500kV 
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transmission line’ (“SWPL Line” or “Existing Line”) and extend south for a width of 500 feet 

(See Exhibit A for an illustration depicting the proposed corridor.) 

4. APS also requested that the Commission amend CEC 135 to authorize the use o 

the Y-Pole transmission structure in one mountainous location. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. The Commission has jurisdiction over APS and the subject matter containec 

herein pursuant to Article XV of the Arizona Constitution and A.R.S. $5  40-252 and 40-360 

et seq. 

2. 

3. 

Notice of the proceeding has been given in the manner prescribed by law. 

It is reasonable and in the public interest to amend Decision No. 70127 to revisc 

CEC 135 to approve the relocation of and change in corridor width as described herein. 

4. It is reasonable and in the public interest to amend Decision No. 70127 to revise 

CEC 135 to approve the use of the Y-Pole transmission structure consistent with the 

illustration depicted in Exhibit B. 

ORDER 

Upon due consideration of this matter and notice and opportunity to be heard, the 

Clommission modifies Decision No. 70127 as follows: 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that Decision No. 70127 is modified to add a 

sentence at page 4, line 9, as follows: 

At this termination point in Link 50, starting at the North Gila substation and 

extending east approximately 1,500 feet, the Project has a 500-foot corridor, which 

begins at the centerline of the existing SWPL 500kV transmission line and extends 

500 feet south. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Decision No. 70127 is modified to permit APS tc 

Ise the transmission structure described in Exhibit B attached to this Decision. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that all other conditions of the Certificate oi 

The participant owners of the SWPL are San Diego Gas & Electric, Imperial Irrigation District, and APS. 
-2- 
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dnvironmental Compatibility approved by Decision 701 27 shall remain in effect. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this decision shall become effective immediately. 

BY ORDER OF THE ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION 

CHAIRMAN COMMISSIONER 

COMMISSIONER COMMISSIONER COMMISSIONER 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, JODI JERICH, Executive 
Director of the Arizona Corporation Commission, have 
hereunto, set my hand and caused the official seal of 
this Commission to be affixed at the Capitol, in the City 
of Phoenix, this day of ,2013. 

JODI JERICH 
Executive Director 
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